
 

Publ ic  Talk:  Mass Starvation as a Cr ime
Mass s tarvat ion in  war  i s  resurgent ,  devastat ing populat ions  in  Eth iop ia ,  Gaza,   
South Sudan,  Syr ia ,  Ukra ine,  Yemen,  and e l sewhere.  Yet ,  what  prec i se ly  i s  c r imina l l y 
wrongfu l  about  s tarvat ion methods remains  underspec i f ied.  Drawing on the mora l 
ph i losophy of  tor ture ,  Tom Dannenbaum offers  a  new normat ive  theory  of  the cr ime. 
Starvat ion,  l ike  tor ture ,  i s  pecu l ia r ly  wrongfu l  in  i t s  d i s tor t ion of  v ic t ims’  b io log ica l 
imperat ives  aga inst  the i r  capac i t ies  to  formulate  and act  on h igher-order  des i res , 
po l i t i ca l  commitments ,  and even love.  Rather  than pa l l ia t ing,  the s lowness  of  s tarva-
t ion methods i s  at  the crux  of  th i s  tor turous  wrong.  Recogniz ing th i s  redef ines  the 
meaning and p lace of  the cr ime in  the f ramework of  internat iona l  c r imina l  law.

Tom Dannenbaum is  an Assoc iate  Professor  of  Internat iona l  Law at  the F letcher 
School  of  Law & Dip lomacy. 

Time:  Monday,  June 3,  2024 at  15:00-16:30. 

Place:  Univers i ty  of  Copenhagen,  Facu l ty  of  Law,  2nd f loor,  room 7C.2.12,  South 
Campus,  N ja l sgade 76,  DK-2300 Copenhagen S .

Read more and register  here: 
https : / / jura .ku.dk/ icourts /ca lendar /2024/gaestefore laesn ing-med-tom-dannenbaum/

This  event  i s  co-hosted by Centre  for  Mi l i tary  Stud ies  and iCourts ,  Facu l ty  of  Law, 
Univers i ty  of  Copenhagen. 
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