
Publ i c  Ta lk :  In formers  Up  C lose 
In formers  contr ibute to  the power  of  repress ive  reg imes.  Whi le  informers  may 
themse lves  be v ic t ims,  and are  en l i s ted by the s tate ,  the i r  act ions  cause other 
ind iv idua ls  to  suffer  s ign i f i cant  harm.  Informers ,  then,  are  centra l  to  the pro l i -
ferat ion of  endemic  human r ights  abuses . 

In  th i s  publ ic  ta lk ,  Mark A.  Drumbl  wi l l  present  h i s  for thcoming book In for-
mers  up C lose:  Stor ies  f rom Communist  Prague co-authored with Barbora Holá . 
Through a case-s tudy of  Communist  Czechos lovak ia  (1945-1989)—and drawing 
f rom secret  po l ice  arch ives ,  ora l  h i s tor ies ,  and a  broad gamut of  secondary 
sources—this  book unearths  what  fue ls  informers  to  speak to author i t ies  in 
repress ive  t imes and cons iders  how t rans i t iona l  just ice  should approach infor-
mers  once repress ion ends and a  successor  reg ime emerges .

Mark A.  Drumbl  i s  the Class  of  1975 Alumni  Professor  of  Law and Di rector  of 
the Transnat iona l  Law Inst i tute  at  Washington and Lee Univers i ty,  V i rg in ia , 
USA. 

Time:  Wednesday,  24 January  2024,  at  15.00-16.00
Place:  Room 8A.0.57,  Facu l ty  of  Law,  Nja l sgade 76,  2300 Copenhagen S .

The ta lk  i s  co-hosted by the Centre  for  Mi l i tary  Stud ies  and the Facu l ty  of  Law 
at  the Univers i ty  of  Copenhagen. 
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