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Meeting 21st Century Strategic Challenges 

 



Summary Points 

•  Airpower: Shaped by perceptions of past 
decade of land wars; and by remembrance of 
things past; 

•  But operating in new strategic context: second 
nuclear age; insertion forces; lead nation roles;  

•  With new force structure capabilities emerging – 
modular, scalable, C2 enabled;  

•  Against adversaries as varied as the probing 
military powers and the pop up states such as 
ISIS. 



Summary Points (2) 

•  And we are looking at some core multi-mission, 
multi-national platforms which are transforming 
the allied forces;  

•  These definitional capabilities have been placed 
at the margins by the cubical commandos and 
asserted facts journalists; 

•  With synergy delivered by cross-cutting multi-
mission innovations; and shift from old platform 
replacement strategy; 

•  Cross-functionality over the battlespace. 



Summary Points (3) 

•  How to shape the con-ops that protect the 
interests of the democracies in an uncertain and 
unsafe world? 

•  The Strategic Decision Making Shortfall; 
•  The Return of Unpleasant Truths; 
•  The Challenge of Resources Directed Against 

Flexible Challenges and Threats; 
•  To quote the Dutch COS – We live in a Europe 

surrounded by a ring of fire; how to survive, 
thrive and prevail 



An Evolving Canvas 



From Secure Development of the 
Arctic to Baltic Defense 

Barents Sea 

Norwegian Sea 

NORWAY 

SWEDEN 
FINLAND 

DENMARK 

RUSSIA 

LATVIA 
LITHUANIA 

ESTONIA 
North 
Sea 

GREENLAND 

ICELAND 

Arctic Ocean 

SVALBARD,  
NORWAY 



Airpower and the Way Ahead 

•  Airpower’s role in meeting a diversity of threats 
is to provide a flexible economy of force able to 
be deployed to the point of strategic or tactical 
interest; 

•  It allows for timely actions and responses;  
•  But is up to the national command authorities 

and the coalition to shape an operation, 
determine its duration and withdraw to deal 
challenges as they are about to emerge or have 
emerged. 



Airpower and the Way Ahead (2) 

•  Airpower provides a flexible tool kit enabling the 
insertion of ground and maritime forces and to 
open up the corridors of attack or defense. 

•  Airpower provides the key asymmetric tool set, 
which the democracies can use against 
adversaries whether non-state, or state 

•  It is a key backbone enabling force (and 
enables insertion forces). 

•  But it is not the only tool in the proper security 
and defense toolbox; it is the one with the most 
rapid response and most flexible reach.   



Airpower and the Way Ahead (3) 

•  It is not a substitute for intelligent policy making 
or setting limited objectives against which 
success can be measured. 

•  But let us be clear – airpower is considerably 
more than that.   

•  And keeping on the cutting edge of how to 
shape and re-shape that capability against 
evolving threats will be a demanding task facing 
the democracies in the period ahead.  


