
 

The American Mil i tary versus the Chinese 
Mil i tary:  Compar ing intent ions  and capabi l i t ies
The rap id evo lut ion of  the US and Chinese mi l i tar ies  has  reshaped g loba l 
secur i ty  dynamics .  Through cross-nat iona l  scholar ly  lenses  th i s  conference 
wi l l  examine the i r  respect ive  s t rengths ,  s t rateg ies ,  and cha l lenges ,  offer ing a 
un ique opportuni ty  to  t ranscend geopol i t i ca l  nar rat ives  and foster  ev idence-
based d ia logue.  Th is  CMS conference wi l l  compare Amer ican and Chinese 
mi l i tar ies  by  d i scuss ing what  the two mi l i tar ies  have in  common,  where they 
have a  un ique and spec i f i c  s t ructure  and where they are  imi tat ing each other.

Esteemed internat iona l  scholars  -  Professor You J i ,  Xi’an J iatong-Liverpool 
Univers ity ,  and Deputy Director  Oscar  Almen and Senior  Analyst  Per 
Olsson,  FOI  Swedish Defense Research Agency -  wi l l  assess  respect ive ly  the 
US mi l i tary  and the Chinese mi l i tary.  Fur thermore,  the internat iona l  scholar 
J ingdong Yuan,  Director  of  SIPRI ´s  China and Asia Security Program ,  wi l l 
present  and ana lyze d i fferent  assessments  of  the two mi l i tar ies ’  defense 
budgets .

Register  here: 
T ime :  October  23,  2025,  09:00-16.30. 

Place :  9A.1.01 Nanna Berg Audi tor iet ,  ground f loor,  South 
Campus,  entrance f rom Nja l sgade 76,  DK-2300 Copenhagen S .   
 
Organizer :  Professor  Emer i tus  Berte l  Heur l in  (bh@ifs .ku.dk) .
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