
CMS Resea rch  Lec tu re :
US -Ch ina  -  A  New Co ld  War?
 
Is the internat iona l  sys tem unipo lar,  b ipo lar  og mult ipo lar?  That  i s  one of  the quest ions  Professor  Øy-
s te in  Tuns jø  wi l l  d i scuss  at  th i s  CMS Research Lecture .  Tuns jø  argues  that  the internat iona l  sys tem has 
returned to b ipo lar i ty  wi th two superpowers  confront ing each other :  the Uni ted States  and China. 
But  what  character izes  the i r  r i va l ry?  Accord ing to Tuns jø ,  i t  should not  be labe l led a  new Cold War. 
Instead,  he argues  that  the un ipo lar  era  of  the post -Cold War i s  now rep laced by a  new “ loose” b ipo-
lar  sys tem between US–China,  d i s t inct  f rom the Cold War and the “t ight” b ipo lar  sys tem between US–
Sov iet  that  we saw in  the second ha l f  of  the twent ieth century. 

Øyste in  Tuns jø  i s  Professor  and Head of  the Secur i ty  in  As ia  Program at  the Norwegian Inst i tute  for 
Defence Studies  at  the Norwegian Defence Univers i ty  Col lege. 

Moderator :  Ber te l  Heur l in  (Professor  Emer i tus ,  Centre  for  Mi l i tary  Stud ies ) 

Time:  Tuesday 12 September  2023 at  13:00-14:30

Place:  Centre  for  Hea l th  and Soc iety  (CSS) ,  Øster  Far imagsgade 5,  1353 København K,  room 2.1.12 
(bu i ld ing 2,  f i r s t  f loor )

Regis ter  no later  than Monday 11 September  at  ht tps : / /cms.polsc i .ku.dk/events / .

u n i ve r s i t y  o f  co pe n h ag e n
c e n t re  f o r  m i l i ta ry  s t u d i e s


