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CMS Lecture
Humane:  How the Uni ted States  Abandoned Peace and 
Re invented War

In  the  year s  s ince  9 /11 ,  we have  ente red  an  age  of  end less  war,  w i th  the  Un i ted 
S ta tes  exe rc i s ing  domin ion  everywhere .  In  th i s  l ec tu re ,  based  on  h i s  recent  book 
( Fa r ra r,  S t raus  &  G i roux ) ,  Samue l  Moyn asks  a  t roub l ing  but  u rgent  ques t ion : 
What i f  efforts  to  make war  more ethica l—to ban torture  and l imit  c iv i l ian 
casual t ies—have only  shored up the mi l i tary  enterpr i se  and made i t  s turdier?

Humane i s  the  s to ry  o f  how Amer i ca  went  o ff  to  f ight  and never  came back ,  and 
how armed combat  was  t rans formed f rom an  imper fec t  too l  fo r  reso l v ing  d i sputes 
in to  an  in tegra l  component  o f  the  modern  cond i t ion .  As  Amer i can  wars  become 
more  prot rac ted ,  they  a re  a l so  becoming more  humane.  Th i s  l ec tu re  a rgues  that 
th i s  deve lopment  might  not  represent  p rogress  a t  a l l .

Date and t ime:  Monday,  12 June f rom 18:00-19:30.

Place:  CSS,  Øs te r  Fa r imagsgade  5 ,  1353 København  K ,  room 1 .1 .18 .

Regis ter  here : 
ht tps : / /cms.polsc i .ku.dk/events /

u n i ve r s i t y  o f  co pe n h ag e n
c e n t re  f o r  m i l i ta ry  s t u d i e s


