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Abstract 

 

The Afghanistan index is a compilation of 

quantitative and qualitative data on the 

reconstruction and security effort in 

Afghanistan. The index aims at providing 

data for benchmarking of the international 

performance and thus provides the reader 

with a quick possibility to retrieve valid 

information on progress or lack of progress 

in the reconstruction of the post Taliban 

Afghanistan. 

 

 

The index is mainly based on information 

collected on the internet in order to provide 

quick access to the original source. 

 

The index is under development and thus 

new information will be added on a 

continuous basis. 

 

The data are divided into different indicators 

such as security, polls, drug, social, 

economic, refugees etc. This represents a 

practical division and does not indicate that 

a picture as to for instance security can be 

obtained by solely looking at the data under 

security. In order to obtain a more valid 

picture on security this must incorporate an 

integrated look on all data meaning that for 

instance the economic data provides an 

element as to the whole picture of security. 
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01 Security indicators 

Foreign Troop strength 

 

 
 



 

 
Source: http://www.nato.int/isaf/docu/epub/pdf/isaf_placemat.pdf 

 

Foreign troop fatalities since 2001 
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Note: Casualties as a result of both hostile and non-hostile incidents are 

included in the figures. 

 

Fatalities by country since 2001 

Fatalities by country

2
71

1 6 2 1 12 25 10 11 2 1 1 5 1 23 2

82

449

707

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

Aus
tra

lia

Cana
da

Cze
ch

Denm
ark

Esto
nio

a

Finl
an

d

Franc
e

Germ
an

y
Ita

ly

Netherl
an

ds

Norw
ay

Pola
nd

Port
ug

al

Romania

Sou
th 

Korea
Spa

in

Swed
en UK US

Tota
l

Country

Nu
m

be
r

 
Source: http://www.icasualties.org/oef/default.aspx 
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Afghan National Security Forces 

Afghan National Army 

Afghan national Army personnel strenght
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Note: The training of the ANA is lead by the US through the Combined Security 

Transition Command-Afghanistan (CSTC-A). The basic training period for a 

recruit is 16 weeks. Monthly pay is 100$. 

Of the approximately 46,000 troops registered 22,000 is constantly available for 

combat duty.  

 

Source: http://www.mod.gov.af/#Current_status 

http://geo.international.gc.ca/cip-pic/afghanistan/pdf/scond_e.pdf 

http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/502/15/PDF/N0750215.pdf?OpenEl

ement 

 

Current Status 

The problems of desertion and difficult recruitment are recurring problems. Total 
manpower is at around 46,000 personnel and 3,000 new personnel are being 
recruited each month. Facilities and capacity planning efforts are rapidly 
adjusting to significant increases in national recruiting efforts to meet 
manpower needs. 

The basic unit in the Afghan National Army is the Battalion or Kandak, consisting 
of 600 troops. Although the vast majority is infantry, at least one mechanized 
and one tank Battalion have been formed; more may be planned. An elite Special 
Forces unit modeled on the U.S Army Rangers is also being formed. Plans are for 
it to include 3,900 men in six battalions under French and U.S tutelage. Every 
ANA Corps will be assigned a commando battalion with the sixth designated as a 
special national unit under the Afghan defense ministry's purview. 

As of September 2005, 28 of the 31 Afghan National Army Battalions were ready 
for combat operations and many had already participated in them. At least nine 
brigades are planned at this time, each consisting of six battalions. By March 1, 
2007 half of the planned army of 70,000 ANA soldiers has been achieved with 
46 Afghan battalions operating in the fore or in concert with NATO forces. A total 
of 14 brigades that will primarily be regionally oriented are planned for 2008. 

Five Corps exist, serving as regional commands for the ANA: the 201st Corps 
based in Kabul, the 203rd Corps based in Gardez, the 205th Corps based in 
Kandahar, the 207th Corps in Herat, and the 209th Corps in Mazar-e-Sharif. Each 
of the four outlying Corps will be assigned one brigade with the majority of the 
manpower of the army based in Kabul's 201st Corps. 

Side 06 af 36    Afghanistan Index    Dansk Institut for Militære Studier    October 2007 

http://www.mod.gov.af/#Current_status
http://geo.international.gc.ca/cip-pic/afghanistan/pdf/scond_e.pdf
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/502/15/PDF/N0750215.pdf?OpenElement
http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/502/15/PDF/N0750215.pdf?OpenElement


 

Combined Security Transition Command - AfghanistanCombined Security Transition Command - AfghanistanCombined Security Transition Command - AfghanistanCombined Security Transition Command - Afghanistan

Helmand
Kandahar

Farah

Herat
Ghor

Badghis

Uruzgan

Zabul

Ghazni

Wardak
Bamian

Faryab BaghlanSamangan

Jowzjan

Sar-e-Pol

Balkh

Day Kundi

Nimroz

Brigade Formation + Garrison Construction Priorities
(as of 14 Mar 07)

X
3

X
2 203

X
2031

X
2051

X
2052

X
2053

X
2071

X
2091

Badakhshan

Lowgar

X
2033

X
205*4

X

2072

X
2092

Qalat

Lashkar 
Gah

Kunduz

Farah

Mazar-
e-Sharif

Gardez
Khost

Herat

Kandahar

Paktika

Darulaman
Pol-e-Charki

Jalalabad201
X

= Brigade already formed

= Brigade to be formed  

= Bde formation priority

= Garrison already built

= Garrison to be built

Kandahar

Kunduz

X
2011

Kabul

KEY

*4/205 to be based in FOBs until eventual
move to 201st Corps (PeC) as 4/201

2

201

 
Note: The map illustrates the envisioned structure of the ANA. 

Source:CSTC-A 

 

Afghan National Police 

Afghan National Police Personnel Strenght
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Note: Until mid 2007 Germany was the lead nation for training the ANP. The lead 

is now an EU effort under the European Union Police Mission in Afghanistan 

(EUPOL). The basic training for an ANP recruit is 8 weeks. Monthly pay is 70$. 

The above end goal of 82,000 includes 18,000 Afghan Border Police, 4,995 

Afghanistan Civil order Police and 11,271 Afghan National Auxiliary Police. 

 

Source: http://www.unama-afg.org/docs/_UN-Docs/_repots-SG/2007/07march15-

report.pdf 

http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/502/15/PDF/N0750215.pdf?OpenEl

ement 

 

Currently the entire program with regards to the ANP is being revised due to 

problems with rampant corruption, absence and loyalty. 
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The size of the ANP and the present security problems have led to ideas of 

creating the Afghan National Auxiliary Police (ANAP) which might be as large as 

20,000 personnel. This has been done and at present the force may consist of up 

to 11,279 persons who are to be recruited locally and given 10 days of training. 

In mid 2007 the Joint Coordination and Monitoring Board decided to temporarily 

increase the allowed personnel strength of the ANP to 82,000. This number will 

be reviewed every 6 months. 

 

For further information on this see 

Andrew Wilder July 2007, Cops or Robbers? The Struggle to Reform the Afghan 

National Police, avaiable at: 

http://www.areu.org.af/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=28&Itemid

=33 

and 

Report of the Canadian House of Commons 

http://geo.international.gc.ca/cip-pic/afghanistan/pdf/scond_e.pdf 

and 

Joint Coordination and Monitoring Board decision of October 2007, available at 

http://www.ands.gov.af/ands/jcmb/site/src/Meeting%20and%20Documents/Sixth

%20%20JCMB/pdfs/Eng/03-Annex%202%20-%20Follow-

Up%20to%20Previous%20JCMB%20ADs-English-02%20Oct.pdf 

 

 
Source: Afghanistan Human Development report 2007. Available at 

http://www.undp.dk/article.asp?Article_id=2683&Category_Id=REP_NHDR 
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Security incidents 

 

Security incidents
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The difference between 2007 and previous years is probably higher as 

methodologies in 2007 more accurately separate out real security incidents from 

basic domestic crime, non-security related incidents etc. 

 

Source: 

http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/502/15/PDF/N0750215.pdf?OpenEl

ement 

http://media.mcclatchydc.com/smedia/2007/10/01/16/UNAMA_2007_Afghanistan.

source.prod_affiliate.91.pdf 

 

 

Aid workers and Development contractors killed
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Note: Non Governmental organisations are not present in the southern part of 

Afghanistan due to the security situation. 

Source: 

http://media.mcclatchydc.com/smedia/2007/10/01/16/UNAMA_2007_Afghanistan.

source.prod_affiliate.91.pdf 

http://www.hrw.org/reports/2006/afghanistan0706/afghanistan0706web.pdf 
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Attacks on Teachers, Students and Schools
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Source: 

http://www.hrw.org/reports/2006/afghanistan0706/afghanistan0706web.pdf 

 

 

Suicide Attacks by year
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Note: The data covering 2007 has been taken from the report of the UN Secretary 

General 21. September 2007. In this report the number mentioned is over 100 

suicide attacks. 

 

Source: 

http://www.hrw.org/reports/2007/afghanistan0407/afghanistan0407webwcover.

pdf 

http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/502/15/PDF/N0750215.pdf?OpenEl

ement 
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United Nations Department of Safety and Security, half year review August 2007. 

 

Source: 

http://media.mcclatchydc.com/smedia/2007/10/01/16/UNAMA_2007_Afghanistan.

source.prod_affiliate.91.pdf 
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Source: Afghanistan Human Development report 2007. Available at 

http://www.undp.dk/article.asp?Article_id=2683&Category_Id=REP_NHDR 

 

 

 

 
Source: Anthony H. Cordesman (2007),”Winning in Afghanistan 

http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/070215_afghanbrief.pdf 

 

 

 

http://www.undp.dk/article.asp?Article_id=2683&Category_Id=REP_NHDR
http://www.csis.org/media/csis/pubs/070215_afghanbrief.pdf
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02 Polls 

ABC News/BBC World Service Poll 

Strife Erodes Afghan Optimism Five Years After The Taliban’s Fall December 

2006 

1036 Afghan adults interviewed. 
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Source: http://abcnews.go.com/images/politics/afghanistan_poll_061205.pdf 
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World Public Opinion 

Afghan Public Opinion Amidst Rising Violence December 2006. 

2089 Afghan adults interviewed. Interviews were conducted in 32 of 34 

provinces. 
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Source: 

http://www.worldpublicopinion.org/pipa/pdf/dec06/Afghanistan_Dec06_rpt.pdf 

http://www.worldpublicopinion.org/pipa/pdf/dec06/Afghanistan_Dec06_rpt.pdf
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03 Opium Poppy 
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Source: http://www.unodc.org/pdf/research/AFG05%20_full_web_2006.pdf 

http://www.unodc.org/pdf/research/AFG07_ExSum_web.pdf 

 

http://www.unodc.org/pdf/research/AFG05%20_full_web_2006.pdf
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04 Economic indicators 

Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
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Source: http://devdata.worldbank.org/data-query/ 

 

GDP Growth %
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Source: http://devdata.worldbank.org/data-query/ 

 

http://devdata.worldbank.org/data-query/
http://devdata.worldbank.org/data-query/
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GDP Per Capita US$
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Source: http://www.imf.org 

 

 

Annual inflation
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Source: http://devdata.worldbank.org/data-query/ 

 

 

http://www.imf.org/
http://devdata.worldbank.org/data-query/
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05 Social indicators 

Population
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Note: The actual number of the population is somewhat unsure. The present 

number ranges from 24.1 millions to approximately 30 millions, depending on 

source used. 

 

Source: Afghanistan Human Development report 2007. Available at 

http://www.undp.dk/article.asp?Article_id=2683&Category_Id=REP_NHDR 

 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organisation UNESCO 

estimates the number of population to 29,8 millions in 2005. The number has 

now been adjusted to 27,1 millions. 

http://stats.uis.unesco.org/unesco/TableViewer/document.aspx?ReportId=121&IF_

Language=eng&BR_Country=40&BR_Region=40535 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/socind/population.htm 

 

The last census took place in 1979. A new census is planned in 2008. 

Source: Afghanistan Human Development report 2007. Available at 

http://www.undp.dk/article.asp?Article_id=2683&Category_Id=REP_NHDR 

 

 

http://www.undp.dk/article.asp?Article_id=2683&Category_Id=REP_NHDR
http://stats.uis.unesco.org/unesco/TableViewer/document.aspx?ReportId=121&IF_Language=eng&BR_Country=40&BR_Region=40535
http://stats.uis.unesco.org/unesco/TableViewer/document.aspx?ReportId=121&IF_Language=eng&BR_Country=40&BR_Region=40535
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/socind/population.htm
http://www.undp.dk/article.asp?Article_id=2683&Category_Id=REP_NHDR


 

Life expectancy at birth
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Source: Afghanistan Human Development report 2007. Available at 

http://www.undp.dk/article.asp?Article_id=2683&Category_Id=REP_NHDR 

 

 

Under five mortality rate (per 1,000 live births)
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Source: UNDP Human Development reports 2001-2006 

http://hdr.undp.org/reports/ 
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Literacy rate Adult and Youth
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Adult literacy rate +15
Youth literacy rate 15-24

 
Source: 

http://stats.uis.unesco.org/unesco/TableViewer/document.aspx?ReportId=136&IF_

Language=eng&BR_Topic=0 

 

Source: Afghanistan Human Development report 2007. Available at 

http://www.undp.dk/article.asp?Article_id=2683&Category_Id=REP_NHDR 

 

Total student enrolment, primary, secondary, higher
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http://stats.uis.unesco.org/unesco/TableViewer/document.aspx?ReportId=136&IF_Language=eng&BR_Topic=0
http://stats.uis.unesco.org/unesco/TableViewer/document.aspx?ReportId=136&IF_Language=eng&BR_Topic=0
http://www.undp.dk/article.asp?Article_id=2683&Category_Id=REP_NHDR
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06 Refugees and internal-
ly displaced persons 
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Source: UNHCR statistical yearbooks 2000-2006, available at 

http://www.unhcr.org/statistics.html 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/statistics.html


 

 
 

Note: There seems to be some discrepancy between the actual number of 

refugees as listed in the UNHCR statistical yearbooks and the numbers 

illustrated on the map above. The major return of refugees seems to have 

stopped in 2004 with the number of refugees being around 2 millions since. 
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Internally Displaced Persons 
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The actual number of IDP´s is very uncertain and the number in the above graph 

represents only those that are either protected or assisted by UNHCR. 

According to the Internal Displacement monitoring centre some 80.000 to 

90.000 have fled as of October 2006 due to the fighting in the South. 

 

Source: http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/statistics/opendoc.pdf 

http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/STATISTICS/4676a71d4.pdf 

http://www.internal-

displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/(httpEnvelopes)/CD02D8752990FA

F3802570B8005A6F58?OpenDocument 

 

 

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/statistics/opendoc.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/statistics/STATISTICS/4676a71d4.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/(httpEnvelopes)/CD02D8752990FAF3802570B8005A6F58?OpenDocument
http://www.internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/(httpEnvelopes)/CD02D8752990FAF3802570B8005A6F58?OpenDocument
http://www.internal-displacement.org/idmc/website/countries.nsf/(httpEnvelopes)/CD02D8752990FAF3802570B8005A6F58?OpenDocument
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